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made sacred by tradition." In this new valuation of all values
by the militant proletariat do we find the striking originality
of contemporary Socialism.
But this means a complete break between Socialism and
Radicalism—that so-called " advanced " middle-class demo-
cracy, the essence of which is precisely to deny the reality of
class distinctions. It means breaking with the Jaures-Millerand
policy of a " left block " against Conservatism. " There was
indeed a time," says Sorel, " when I believed, with so many
others, in the possibility of a temporary coalition, for a clearly
limited and well-defined end foreign to economic. reorganiza-
tion (the clearing of Dreyfus), between groups which Marxism
regards as essentially antagonistic, without any fatal loss to
the freedom of socialist thought. In fact, this * democratic '
attitude of Socialism seemed, in the eyes of its leaders, capable
of being used to the considerable advantage of the working-
class movement." Events showed this to have been a pure
illusion: " such a co-operation of Socialism and democracy
prevents revolutionary ideology from preserving that keen-
ness which it needs for the accomplishment of its historical
mission."1 In other words, you cannot think at the same
time as a democrat and as a revolutionary.
Socialism must therefore make a clean break with the
bourgeoisie, democracy and all their works.2 It must realize,
for instance, that all its education is bourgeois-made; the
whole idea of " education for the workers is to stir up in
the proletariat a keen curiosity for those things which are
only contained in books written for the amusement of the
bourgeoisie"3; and again, "all our current psychology has
been imagined in order to describe the life of the upper classes,
and the ordinary psychological interpretation of history is
wholly superficial because it assumes that almost everything
in history depends on the feelings of gens du monde" 4 We need
1	Matlriaux, p. 263.
2	" II faut tout faire pour emp£cher que les ide*es bourgeoises ne viennent
empoisonner la classe qui monte—par consequent tout faire pour briser tout
lien entre le peuple et la literature du dix-huiti&me siecle " (Illusions, p. 286).
8 Ibid., p. 123.	* Mattriaux, p. 202,
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